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St George and
theDragon

i Depending on who youread St George

i waseither a dragon-slayer or a Crusader

¢ legend ora Coventry lad raised by

: faeries. Faced with so many sources,

i Beggarsbelief have taken a bigbreath

¢ anddecided tousethemall.

{  Theway they approach theresultant

{ story will be familiar tofans of their

i partosat BAC, also written by Carl Heap

: and Tom Morris. Typically, a groupof

i amateur mummers with a dazzling range

i of performance skills improvise’ the tale,

i mvestingevery moment with a joyfully

i feigned spontaneity.

:  They doit with ingenuity. The markat

! statlers who tell this story make chain-

! mailfrom grey hoodies and battlements

i fromawnings. George, a feral savant
played with endearing openness by
Michael Cox, quests to find a dragen, but
learns that the beast is merely a symbol

for those we want to hate. The actors
deliver flamboyant performances, and

are keen to keep the kids involved and
happy. All the same, it’s irresistible and
right tosay that St George andthe

: Dragondragson.

¢ Thenarrative’snotasnippyas it

i mightbeand there’salotof moralising

i goingon. In particular, thesatireon

i medieval Christianity is heavy-handed

¢ and seems pointless —the Pardoner

i threatain't what itusedto be. Still, there

| remain moments tocherish: a shadow-

! playof the death of St Margaretis lovely; |
¢ and thereare flashes of wicked Dahl-ian

¢ humour. One such sees a chosen child !
¢ sentoff stagetobe eaten. Hereturns

i through thestallsentrance—grinning _
i likea cream-fed cat. Kieron Quirke I
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